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A Parting Message 
E. STANLEY JONES 


On the eve of my departure from China I pause to 
send you a farewell message. My first word is one of 
thanks. Your hospitality to a stranger has been un- 
bounded, your cooperation has been generous and genuine 
and your patience with my evident unfamiliarity with 
local problems has been beautifully Christian. The 
National Christian Council has been generous beyond 
words in their endeavour to throw every ounce of strength 
and intelligence into the setting up and the following up 
of the campaigns. My special thanks are due to Dr. Tsui 
and Mr. T. H. Sun, my constant comrades in travel — 
and travail! I question whether any man could have had 
two finer comrades of the spirit. To my interpreters | 
offer my genuine thanks. Many of them have heightened 
the message by adding to it their own genuine spiritual 
experience. Their unbounded good humour when | have 
asked them to translate impossible things has saved many 
a situation. Thanks, my brothers, thanks. 


I reserve my last word of thanks to the audiences 
themselves. I came to China expecting to deal with tur- 
bulent student crowds. I had heard that the students of 
China were the most turbulent and chaotic of the world. 
There may have been times when this has been true. But 
certainly no man could ask for a more genuine and sym- 
pathetic hearing than has been given to me by the students 
and intellectuals of China. I expected to have to ride 
high waves of passion and opposition. Of course there 
has been opposition. But it has been restrained, cul- 
tured and refined. From Mukden to the South not one 
attempt has been made to create a disturbance or stam- 
pede a crowd, not one questioner has been unreasonable 
and impossible, not once did my Chinese audiences act in 
any way except according to the finest traditions of 
China’s culture. I have not hesitated to speak my mind 
on Communism, on the Sino-Japanese conflict, and on 
many other controversial issues, so there must have been 
disagreements, but the Chinese have acted as true Chinese. 
I am grateful and | lay at your feet the tribute of my 
gratitude. | 

But to my message. My first plea is for unity with- 
in the Christian movement. China is pathetically divided 
in her national affairs. A divided Christian movement 
can give no real message to a divided China. At a time 
like this we must close our ranks, we must agree to dis- 
agree on many things while holding a common allegiance 
to Christ as Lord. Any man who holds Christ as Lord 
is my brother and must be treated as such. Come togeth- 
er in a great forward evangelistic movement that will 
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melt your purposes into one. Theologically we will hold 
many diverse views, but we can come together in a move- 
ment to make Christ known and loved and followed. 


My brothers and sisters, lay aside criticism. It eats 
like a canker. I question whether any man has been 
really changed by criticism. The only thing that changes 
a man.és the criticism of something higher, somethin 
finer in illustration. That is the judgment that sends him 
to his knees. The criticism of words sends him to his 
own defense. Lay aside the critical attitude as un- 
Christian. Refuse to be disloyal to the brotherhood by 
entertaining any gossip or back-biting about a brother or 
sister. If things have to be talked over, do it with the 
persons concerned. And do it in love. 


I was told before I came that the Chinese were divi- 
sive, that you found it impossible to work together. This 
must be proved untrue. Let the Church be a living 
illustration to the nation of how men and women of 
different temperaments and viewpoints can come togeth- 
er in a common Cause and share a unity too deep for 
words. For mind you, we are one. If we have Jesus 
Christ as Lord, then no matter what the surface differ- 
ences may be, we share a common Life. We are there- 
fore the most united body on earth if we only knew it. 
Differing as widely as High Churchman and Quaker 
nevertheless, if we are in Christ, we are one; we do not 
have to achieve unity—we have it. Nothing can break 
that unity except our repudiation of that common Life. 
Since we have that unity, let us show it outwardly, so 
that a divided China may exclaim: “Behold how these 
Christians love one another.” 


My second plea is for a great forward movement 
that will take in all denominations and all laymen and 
regular workers. As | come into your land | am struck 
with the fact that the students and intellectuals seem to 
be in a great moral and spiritual vacuum. The old is 
dead and nothing new has taken its place. We are now 
in the Great Between. The house of Mansoul in China 
has been swept from many superstitions and beliefs and 
it is garnished and awaiting something. Will it be taken 
possession of by the seven devils of modern secularism 
and materialism, or ruthless Communism, or will it be by 
the spirit of Christ? The answer will be given in the 
next five or at the most ten years. You are now in the 
Great Hesitation. The anti-Christian movement has ex- 
pended itself, the intellectuals have made up their minds 
not to be rabidly opposed to real religion. Nor have they 
madeeup their mind to accept it. The Christian illustra- 
tion in public life has been distinctly disappomting. Had 
it stood up to its opportunities | am persuaded Chris- 
tianity would have swept China. But it did not have 
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sufficient moral fibre and reality to stand up under the 
pressure of public temptation. Prominent man after 
prominent man has told me of his hesitation in becoming 
Christian on account of this fact. If we can have a 
cleansing, purifying movement of living evangelism that 
will make new men of nominal Christians, we can pro- 
duce what China is looking for. But to let our students 
go through our institutions with a veneer of Christianity 
without the roots of it in the depths of their being, is 
tragedy. I plead therefore that each station organize 
itself through prayer and fellowship to become a living 
organism of the Spirit through which students and others 
may be changed and set afire with the love of Christ. 


When Sherwood Eddy urged me to come to China 
he told me that he looked on China as the greatest open 
evangelistic opportunity in the world at the present time. 
| agree with him. Within the next ten years, when | ex- 
pect India to come to the point of allowing people to stay 
in their homes and be Christians, then we shall be where 
China is at the present time. But China is the world’s 
greatest evangelistic opportunity at present. It seems to 
me that literally hundreds and thousands of the intellec- 
tuals are awaiting a gentle, loving, sincere spiritual push. 

In one of our Round Table Conferences made up of 
leading men in government and education and business 
one prominent non-Christian said, “If Christianity can 
do anything now is the time for it to exert itself. It is 
now on trial before the country. Its hour has come. 
If it can save China we will welcome it.” I beheve he 
voiced the feeling of many. 

But if our Christianity is going really to give the 
message and the moral power that China needs it must 
be a movement that gives itself to the facing of the sum 
total of China’s need. It must have a living message 
that can transform the individual, but it must not stop 
there. It must go to fhe sum total of human relation- 
ships. It must face humanism with a greater human 
program than humanism has to offer. It must face com- 
munism with a program and a passion for sharing far 
deeper than communism has. The only way to beat 
them is to beat them to it! In this matter the Christian 
Church can study with profit the movement of Kagawa. 
He combines a passion for personal evangelism along 
with a passion for social and economic change which 
makes his movement a very Christian movement. On 
the whole in China the Christian forces have taken their 


stand on one side or the other of this matter and have . 


become exponents of either a personal or a social gospel. 
This makes for half-Christianity. Let us come together 
so that each will supply the lack of the other and thus 
“beat out music faster than before.” 


I go back to India with a sense of hope in my heart. 
I have seen your movement at its best, I know. I have 


not come down to sordid details of relationships and’ 


administration. I have seen you come together with 
expectancy and spiritual quest. 
heavily my high hopes, but even with this discount I still 
have the feeling of joy and expectancy. The Movement 
has more than survived the fiery ordeal of the last five 
years. This ordeal has purified it and has thrust out 
leaders from among the Chinese. The worst has hap- 
pened and you have survived. Now nothing fronf with- 
out can hurt you. You can only be really hurt from 
within. The future lies with you. Lay hold on the 
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resources of the living God for personal living anu tor 
triumphant sharing. 


Peace Sunday 


The National Christian Council invites Christians 
throughout China as they gather in their churches on 
January 1, which this year falls on Sunday, to face to- 
gether the question as to what should be the Christian 
attitude toward war as a means of settling national and 
international disputes. Everyone agrees that this prob- 
lem is an exceedingly acute one in China today. A 
iresh crop of civil wars springs up every year, causing 
great physical suffering to multitudes of people and the 
loss, in the aggregate, of enormous sums of money. 
Morever, Christians cannot but be deeply concerned 


as to their duty in the light of the present Sino-Japanese 
situation, 


lt is eminently fitting, therefore, that at this season 
of the year, when we celebrate the coming of the Prince 
of Peace, we should re-examine our own hearts and ask 
ourselves whether we really understand Jesus’ teaching 
on these questions and the bearing of His own life upon 
them. 


Let us, therefore, as we gather together on that day 
ask ourselves afresh to what the gospel calls us to bear 
witness in these critical days. How can we more 
worthily play our part as Christians? Have we anything 
to contribute toward bringing about the end of civil 
strife’ How can we be of most help to Christians who 
are perplexed as to what their government should do in 
dealing with Japan? 

It is, accordingly, suggested that opportunity be 
taken on the first Sunday of the New Year in Christian 
churches throughout the land to seek to gain a clearer 
understanding of the mind of Christ and to go to the 
God of Peace for guidance and inspiration as we seek 


together to lay the foundations in this land for per- 
manent peace. 


The churches in other lands are becoming increas- 
ingly convinced that they must take a stand on this fun- 
damental issue and many of them are doing so. 


The Jerusalem Conference of the I. M. C. in 1928, 
passed the following resolution: 


‘Inasmuch as the world-wide Christian Mission is 
an expression of the spirit of the Prince of Peace, and 
an attempt to realize the truth that in Him all dividing 
lines, whether of race or class, are transcended; and 


“Inasmuch as war is universally acknowledged as 
a most grievous hindrance to the triumph of this spirit 
among men: 


“The International Missionary Council summons all 
who share in the world-wide Christian Mission to un- 
remitting prayer and effort to secure (1) the renuncia- 
tion of war as an instrument of national policy; (2) 
the adoption of peaceful methods for the settlement of 
all international differences; and (3) the changing of 


those attitudes and practices which constitute the roots 
of war.” 


The Lambeth Conference of the Anglican Church 
affirmed that “war as a method of settling international 


disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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_missions. 


‘The Conference believes that peace will never be 
achieved till international relations are controlled by 
religious and ethical standards, and that the moral judg- 
ment of humanity needs to be enlisted on the side of 
peace. It therefore appeals to the religious leaders of 
all nations to give their support to the effort to promote 
those ideals of peace, brotherhood and justice for which 
the League of Nations stands. 


. . . “When nations have solemnly bound them- 
selves by Treaty, Covenant or Pact for the pacific settle- 
ment of international disputes, the Conference holds that 
the Christian Church in every nation should refuse to 
countenance any war in regard to which the government 
of its own country has not declared its willingness to 
submit the matter in dispute to arbitration or concilia- 
tion. 


“The Conference believes that the existence of 
armaments on the present scale amongst the nations of 
the worid endangers the maintenance of peace, and ap- 
peals for a determined effort to secure further reduc- 
tion by international agreement.” 


Re-Thinking Missions 
A Laymen’s Inquiry after One Hundred Years 


Under the above title the report of the Laymen’s 
Foreign Mission Inquiry appeared on November 18. 
Comments in the newspapers on the advance releases 
of fragmentary sections had aroused such a mood of ex- 
pectancy that the Committee of the Religious Book Club, 
responsible for the selection of the religious-book-of-the- 
month, immediately made it their choice for November. 
(The Committee consists of Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, 
former president of the Federal Council of Churches in 
America; Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, of the Riverside 
Church, New York; Bishop Francis J. McConnell of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the present President of the 


- Federal Council; Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, Editor- 


in-Chief of the Christian Century ; Dean Howard Chand- 
ler Robbins, of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, in 
New York). 


In reporting to the members of the Religious Book 
Club its reasons for selecting a book on Foreign Missions 
as the most significant production of the month in the 
held of religion, the Committee says : 


“Wahrether one agrees or disagrees with the findings 
of this report, it is something that no one interested in 
the Christian movement throughout the world will be able 
to ignore. Those who make the report constitute so dis- 
mguished a group of scholarly Christians of wide ex- 
perience that their judgments must command the most 
serious consideration. When fifteen men and women 
of the caliber of Professor William E. Hocking, Profes- 
sor Rufus M. Jones, President Clarence A. Barbour, 
President Arlo A. Brown, Albert L. Scott, Mrs. Harper 
Sibley, and Dr. Charles P. Emerson spend nearly a year 
in first-hand inquiry on the field (equipped, too, with a 


‘great body of data gathered by a fact-finding commis- 


sion that preceded them) and then write in unanimous 
findings, they simply cannot be treated lightly. More- 
over, the conclusions are so farreaching that they are 
likely to mark an epoch in our thinking about foreign 
For many years, we imagine, the discussion 
of missions will center around the acceptance or rejection 
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or modification of the recommendations that this group 
of objective observers and students now makes, 

“The report deals not merely with questions of 
policy and administration but with the very basis of all 
missionary interest in the nature of Christianity itself and 
its significance for the world. Accordingly it has decid- 
ed pertinence for every thopghtful Christian at home as 
well as abroad. 

“The Commission took nothing for granted. They 
started .by asking whether, perhaps, foreign missions have 
now finished their work or at least have a greatly 
diminished value. Their answer on this point is an im- 
pressive testimony to the high significance of the mission- 
ary movement. That Christian missions should go on ts 
regarded as ‘beyond serious question.” The questions 
which religion deals with are not questions which admit 
of local or-national answers; hence a universal outlook 1s 
central in the very life of religion. 

“But there is ‘necessity for change’. The ground of 
appeal for missions in not in ‘their present form and on 
their present basis’. Unless changes are made, the Com- 
mission holds, the service of Christian missions in the 
future will be much more meager than their tmherent 
possibilities call for. 


“The contrast between missionary strategy in earlier 
generations and today receives strong emphasis. Then 
Christianity was addressing itself to men of other reli- 
gions ; now it confronts a growing number who are either 
critical of or hostile to all religion. The argument of 
Christianity today is not so much with Islam, Hinduism, 
or Buddhism as with materialism and secularism. ‘It 1s 
no longer, Which prophet? or Which book? It is whether . 
any prophet, book, revelation, rite, church, is to be trust- 
ed.’ Consequently the Commission feels that a new 
attitude toward other religions is required. 


“Instead of attacking other religions the missionary 
should recognize and associate himself with the best in 
them. While preserving and testifying to the spiritual 
values of Christianity, the missionary will ‘regard himself 
as a co-worker with the forces within each religious 
system which are making for righteousness’. 


“What the missionary most needs in order to make 
his best contribution is a deeper grasp of ‘what Chris- 
tianity actually means’ and this is something which Chris 
tians at home as well as abroad must help to amswer. 
That Christianity has a ‘uniqueness’ of its own, which 
will not be lost in the process of sharing, the Commission 
definitely believes, and a chapter is given to its presenta- 
tion of it. 

As for the scope of the missionary’s work, insistance 
is iaid upon the fact that ‘nothing can displace or mini- 
mize the importance of a true and well-qualified evangel- 
ism.’ The reason, for this is that we can have no new 
society without ‘a new kind of person as the unit of so- 
ciety.’ But while the task begins in evangelism it cannot 
end there. It must include a ministry to all the needs of 
men. Medical work and education, for example are 
evangelism when carried on in the spirit of Christ. They 
are not to be treated as merely means to evangelization ; 
they are rather, in themselves, genuine interpretations of 
the Christian life. | 

“Successive chapters deal with the various types of 
missionary service—medical, educational, rural, literary 
—in India, Burma, China, and Japan, and many concrete 
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recommendations are made for improvement. A greater 
care in the selection of personnel is urged, quality being 
regarded as of far greater importance than numbers, and 
the principle being laid down that the nationals of the 
several countries should have a voice in the selection and 
the retention of missionaries. Stress is constantly laud 
on keeping the Church from being ‘foreign’ and on rapid- 
ly transferring responsibilities to the Christian nationals. 
“On the practical administrative side the point that 
stands out like a mountain peak is the demand for radical 
measures to overcome disunity, duplicative efforts, and 
the sectarian spirit. The bold proposal is made that while 
denominational boards should continue to educate their 
own constituencies in missionary responsibthty and sup- 
port, all the administration of funds, all the formulation 
of policies, all the contacts with the field, should be in the 
hands of a single united agency. This, it is held, is im- 
perative not only in order to secure a proper efficiency 
but also to evoke ‘creative missionary statesmanship’ and 
to ‘command the enthusiasm of the finest and most ad- 
venturous type of Christian young men and women.’ ” 


Fraternal Delegates to N. C. C. of Japan 


It has become an established custom between the 
N. C. C. of China and Japan to send fraternal delegates 
to their respective national meetings. This year Bishop 
Roots and Mr. Chang Fu-liang, Rural Work Secretary 
of the N. C. C., represented the Council in carrying its 
greetings to the members of the N.C.C. of Japan. 


From the report of the N. C. C. meeting as pub- 
lished in the Japan N. C. C. Bulletin, we quote the fol- 
lowing: 

“Bishop Akazawa, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Christian Council, in extending 
greetings, spoke in part as follows: There are many 
reasons for thanks as we look back ov past three 
years of the Kingdom of God Mov 
some reasons for criticisms and for carefully thinking 
over the whole situation, future plans, etc. Christians 
are called to bear the pain and suffering of Christ for 
the salvation of others—why need we hesitate’ In this 
crisis we are met here to pray and comfer as to future 
policies. Let us each grasp hold of Christ with strong 
faith and enter anew into the sufferings of the people 
about us. 


“Mr. M. Togo, Vice-Mimister of the Department of 
Education, gave warm greetings from the Minister of 
the Department, and went on to speak very earnestly, 
and at some length concerning the present grave situa- 
tion in the national hfe of Japan. He said that the most 
serious problems confronting the country were essential- 
ly spiritual, and expressed the firm conviction that in 
this field the most important agencies are education and 
religion. He spoke in the most appreciative way of the 
Christian Movement in Japan, and expressed the earnest 


hope that the Christian forces would continue to give . 


their best efforts toward meeting the crisis in the ethical 
and thought life of the country. 


“The Chief of the Social Welfare Bureau of the 
Home Department expressed thanks for the gathering 
of religious leaders. He spoke of the difficulty in con- 
trollmg “extreme ideas” with “Red” tendencies. Force 
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t, as well as 


cannot control thought. Thought cam be controlled only 
by thought. In the great task of the hour, he appealed 
on behalf of the Home Minister for the best efforts of 
the Christian Churches. 


“These greetings were followed by a brief busimess 
session, after which the two fraternal delegates from the 
China National Christian Council gave their messages. 
Mr. Chang Fu-liang, the Rural Work Secretary, gave an 
interesting summary of political and social developments 
in China, as well as some account of their five year 
Movement. In closing, he said: ‘It would be an un- 
grateful act of omission, if I should refrain from touch- 
ing upon the question foremost in our minds, on the 
relationship between Japan and China. By the comstant 
interchange of messages of sympathy and goodwill dur- 
ing the last twelve months or so between our National 
Christian Councils and by the courageous stand taken 
by some Japanese Christians, the Christians in our two 
countries have come closer together in the fellowship of 
prayer and sorrow, although our respective countries 
seem to drift farther apart. It is true that both our 
countries have very small Christian populations, (besides 
the Roman Catholics, there is only one Christian in every 
thousand Chinese) and that the Christian influence is 
very small at present in our respective governments. 
Nevertheless, the fate of mankind hangs on a thread 
of emotion and nationalism and calls for action on the 
part of Christians. Shall there be another World War? 
Will the salvation of nations lie in wars and more wars? 
God forbid! The Christians of the world, especially 
those in Japan and China must aggressively and in- 
cessantly work for the cause of justice between nations, 
peace on earth and goodwill among men. Unless they 
and men hike them put their hands to the plough for 
making real democracy among nations, and world broth- 
erhood, we must enter upon another period of uni- 
versal chaos and amarchy. 


“*Pardon me for the unburdening of a heavy heart 
on this formal occasion of sending you our fraternal 


greetings. To send messages of greetings and to ex- 


_ change fraternal delegates without sharing with each 


other the heavy burden of a common task in Christianiz- 
ing the international) relationships between our two 
nations, especially at this extraordimary time, seems to 
me tO miss a great opportunity in our Christian fellow- 
ship. In spite of the small numbers of Christians in our 
two countries, let us therefore re-dedicate ourselves and 
redouble our efforts in the cause of internationa) justice 
and goodwill. Then and only. then shall we be laying 
the foundation for a lasting international peace.””’ 


“Bishop Roots, Honorary Secretary of the China 
Council, called attention to the fact that 75% ef the 
Christian Community in China, (not counting the Roman 
and Eastern Orthodox Churches) belong to their 
Council. He felt two of the most significant movements 
of God's spirit in the world to-day are the “groups” and 
Dr. Kagawa’s work in Japan. In reference to the Sime- 
Japanese situation, he said: ‘Altheugh it is. not. for 
us to enter the field of politics by taking sides in: any 
corporate way in political issues, we mayst insist an the 
apphecation of the spérit of Christ in internatiosa) re- 
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lations. We must use our minds to try to understand 
the situation and we must proclaim in unmistakable 
terms that the only motive admissible in determining our 
action is love—brotherhness.”’ ’ 


Among resolutions passed at the meeting, the fol- 
lowing will be of special interest: 


“To ask the Council to try to secure the holding of 
the annual meetings of the various denominations at the 
same time and place, so that certain services might be 
held joutly. 

“Recommendation that the heads of the evangelistic 
departments of the denominations concerned, confer be- 
fore openimg amy new work, and that investigation be 


made of the problem of duplication of effort in small 
towns. 


“Approval of various plans for the training of 
church members through Bible classes; worship in the 
home; traming of lay-leaders; the opening of various 
types of gospel schools in city and country and the es- 
tablishment of folk schools. 


“In wiew of the deep interest in the promotion of 
Church Union involving proposals for changes in or- 
ganization and other circumstances making changes 
desirable, . . . a committee was appointed te study the 
whole problem concerning the organization and finance 
ef the National Christian Council. 


“To ask the new Exccutive to prepare and issue 
Statements m support of the proposed five year plan for 
prohibition; the abolition of prostitution; calling for the 
elimination of religious practices from visitation to 
national shrines. by students; an appeal for the climina- 
tion of Sunday actiwities im the schools which make im- 
possible the attendance of students at Church and 
Sunday school; and an appeal for the prohibition of 
bars and cafes adjacent to schools. 


“As the Manchurian problem has given the impres- 
sion. abroad that Japan is a militaristic nation, to instruct 
the Executive Committee together with the committee 
of seven from the Conference to prepare a document 
expressing the earnest desire of the Christian forces for 
peace and the promotion ef international goodwill.” 


Kingdom of God Movement 


The meeting was preceded by the third annual Con- 
ference on Nevember 8th, of the Kingdom of God Move- 
‘ment at which in addition to the Central Committee of 
the Movement, sixty-four representatives of the district 
committees were present trom all patrs of the Empire, 
including Saghaliem and Formosa Secretary Lbisawa, 
of the N. C. C., presented a detailed repert of the 
work of the Movement. In this it was noted that 91 
district committees had been organized with 886 church- 
es. participating; special meetings had been held in 927 
different places. Owes 27,000 people attended special 
training conferences, for laymen im varieus parts of the 
equntgy. it was voted to contimue the movement for 
two more years, during which time the major emphasis 
will be on rural, educational and literary evangelesm. 
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Among the achievements of the movement, attention 
is called especially to the fellowing: 


‘The cause of Christ has been materially advanced. 
Great numbers of Japanese have heard the message for 
the first time. Many have been added to the number of 
those who ‘are being saved’. Many in the churches have 
been quickened to new earnestness and activity. The 
widespread development of rural gospel schools and 
training conferences for rural workers has been one of 
the most notable achievements of the movement. The 
work of evangelism and character traiming in Christian 
schools has been stimulated. A beginning has been made 
in factory evangelism and city gospel school. The 
enlistment and training of lay workers has been notably 
advanced. 


“It has secured for the whole church the invaluable 
services of great leaders. Dr. Ebina just after ten years 
of service as President of the great Doshisha Unrtversity 
addressed crowded meetings from Kyushu to Hokkaido. 
Prot. Lwahashi, the blind philosopher, stirred audiences 
all over Japan both by his powerful and thoughtful 
preaching and by his own personal fortitude. A host of 
pastors, teachers from Christian schools, and consecrated 
laymen, travelled many thousands of mules and brought 
fellowship and inspiration to churches in remote places, 
as well as in the larger centers. 


“The movement has been of great value to the cause 
of interdenominational cooperation. In the Central Com- 
mittee in Tokyo, and in the district committees all over 
the Empire, leaders of practically all the protestant 
churches have met together to plan and carry through a 
united effort to advance the Kingdom of God. However 
long may be the road to Church Union in Japan these 
three years of praying, planning and working together 
cannot but have brought the goal much nearer. 

" Mr. Kagawa has been tlic great figure in the 
whole movement as he was its chief founder. He has 
given practically full time service. By the end of next 
month he will have given not a mere flying trip but an 
intensive campaign in Formosa, the Leocheo Islands, 
Hokkaido and Saghalien. In addition, he has made very 


each year, Mr. Kagawa has not recetwed a cent of re- 
muneration beyond his travel expense and this im the 
face of falling income from America for the extensive 
social work for which he is responsible. In spite of 
ill-health he has labored in heat and in cold with 
only two or three months of rest which were insistently 
emanded by his physicians. Without belittling sound 
doctrine he has persistently, cloquenthy and fearlessby 
proclaimed, with James, that ‘faith without works ts 
dead’. He has not only preached the social gospel bat 
has himself led in the organization and maintenance of 
various important cooperative and social service enter- 
prises. It is incorrect to cal? the Kingdom of God Move- 
ment Kagawa’s movement but he has certainly con- 
tributed more to it than any ene else and the whole Chris- 
tian movement owes him am incalcuable debt of gratitude 
aad prays for many more years of hus. inspuwmg 


important speaking tours in China and America. While 
the Central Committee has administered over Yen 25,000 
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Religious Education Institute 
Wuchang, October 3-13 


This was the second regional institute in the three 
year plan of the N.C.C.R.E. The first was at Wofossu 
(Peiping) last April. Others are to follow next spring 
in Foochow, Amoy and Swatow. The Home Committee 


of the N.C.C. has cooperated in both these first two in- 
Stitutes. . 


The purpose can be stated thus. Our aim in the 
live Year Movement is an improved Sunday school in 
every church. This is scarcely possible without more 
teachers who know what a Sunday school should be. 
The training of more teachers who know how to handle 
work with children and young ‘people and adults is 
therefore urgent. Who are responsible for this local 
training’ It was our purpose to call together those in 
a position to train others that they might study the train- 


ing work of the church and confer with one another how 
to do it better. 


The Central China regional institute included dele- 
gates from Hupeh, Hunan and a few from Kiangsi. 
These numbered 73. They came from the Sheng Kung 
Hui (Episcopal), Shun Tao Hui( Methodist), Chi Tuh 
Chiao Hui (Church of Christ in China), Mei I Mei Hui 
( Methodist Episcopal), Nan Hsin Tao Hui (Swedish), 
Sin I Hui (Lutheran) and the Y.W.C.A. A strong local 
committee, with Dr. Paul Taylor as secretary, was ap- 
pointed by the Hupeh Christian Council Preparation 
Comunittee to take responsibility for the titute. All 


meetings were held on the campus of Hua Chting College, 
Dr. Francis Wei acted as chairman. 


I want to pick out a few points of special interest in 
this Institute. Of the three courses given, on work for 
children, youth and the Home, the first named was the 
most thorough and effective. Miss Gregg had planned 
the work which was divided into three sections led by 
three Chinese leaders for an hour, at different times of 
the day, for ten days, viz., Children’s Worship Services, 
Sunday School Organization and Problems, and Gam>s 
and Folk Plays for Children and Young People. In the 
section on Sunday school organization the group took up 
equipment, asking not only what equipment is needed in 
a certain kind or size of building, but, if we wish our 
children to commune with the Heavenly Father, what 
sort of an environment will help to bring this about? 
Further, they took up the principle of grading, recognis- 
ing not only age and school grade but religious back- 
ground. Then the new text books were examined, not 
uniform for all grades, because not based on the subject 
matter to be taught, so much as on helping the child to 
see the Christian way of life in all his relationships of 
home, school, and other areas of life. After looking 
carefully at the books from this point of view, many 
expressed satisfaction and many books were bought. 
Other questions such as securing of teachers, teachers’ 
meetings and school management were dealt with. Those 
who attended this course would have much to hand on to 
others in their local fields of work. 


The Youth Section was more in the nature of a con- 
ference, in which those in the group shared their ex- 
 periences and methods of work with good results. The 
Home group discussed character building in the home 


(through cooperation, play, worship and creative art), 
mothers’ clubs and the observance of Home Week. In 
this last question there was enough material -available 
for a whole institute on how best to observe the week 
and use the materials. 


Another feature of the Institute was the half hour 
devoted to singing between the evening meal and meeting. 
Songs from T. C. Chao’s “Hymns for the People” and 
other books were used, mostly Chinese music. These 
were thoroughly enjoyed: As for books, there was an 
exhibit of available literature, and a bookstall at which 
considerable quantities of new books were disposed of. 


The presence of Dr. Stanley Jones introduced a 
strong evangelistic note which I believe added greatly to 
the value of the institute. In training work we have to 
keep our eye on two things—effective methods of work 
and the personality of the worker. Either without the 
other is a second best. The message Dr. Jones brought 
was revitalising, bringing new vision, desire, hope and 
love. I believe this emphasis should be present im every 
institute. It may be that for some this Institute was a _ 
crisis in their lives as worker. In the Youth group, 
which spent. an hour each day in a round table con- 
ference with Dr. Jones, some were moved to share their 
experience with great frankness. To be completely hon- 
est with others about your spiritual life is a sign ot health 
and. often a condition of growth. 


As this program of regional institutes proceeds we 
shall learn by experience how to make them most useful. 
There must be the securing of the right people, a con- 
centration on the training work of the church and a 
warm spirit of devotion and fellowship. 


R. D. R. 


The General Workers Conference—The Church 
of Christ in China 

The Third Annual General Workers Conference of 
the Church of Christ in China was held in Ningpo 
November 3rd to 12th in the buildings of the Chung Te 
Girls School. This Conference brings together each year 
for informal conference a group of workers trom most 
of the provinces of China. . It is the occasion of the reg- 
ular meetings of the General Council which acts for the 
General Assembly between meetings and also for meet- 
ings of some of the standing committtees. The Con- 
ference itself is not a legislative body but rather a 
meeting for fellowship and working together on com- 
mon problems of the church. There were nearly a 
hundred present, including fraternal delegates trom 
other churches, student delegates, and visitors. Two 
representatives were present from the group of church- 
es with a Methodist tradition in West China who 
have just formally united with the Church of Christ. 
Four representatives from Baptist Churches in Shans 
and Shensi which are also in process of uniting 
were present. Two delegates—one of them a woman— 
came in spite of great difficulties from the Synod 
of Manchuria. Hainan Synod the far south was 
represented, as well as Kwangtung, Swatow, South 
and Central Fukien, East China, Central China, Shan- 
tung, and Hopei. Delegates expected from Honan and 


North Fukien were kept away at the last moment by jocal 
disturbances. 
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Dr. E. Stanley Jones of India and Dean P.C. Hsu of 
the Yenching School of Theology were the chief speakers. 
Each in his own way made a profound impression. Dr. 
D. Willard Lyon lead a discussion of the problems of 
Christian literature. Much of the time was given to the 
study of important problems of the Church. For this 
purpose the Conference divided into five groups to dis- 
cuss Evangelism, Stewardship, Christianizing the Home. 
Youth and the Church, and Religious Education. In all 
these groups there was a refreshing tendency to try to 
find real light on a few problems rather than merely pass 
a large number of resolutions. The young people present 
made a real contribution both to the discussion of prob- 
lems and to the devotional services. The thing all will 
remember best is the fine hospitality of the Ningpo people 
and the wonderful fellowship of those fearlessly facing 
common problems under the leadership of a common 
Master. 


National Institute on Literacy 


Plans are under way for another literacy institute to 
be held in Tinghsien in the latter part of March and the 
inning of April, 1933, under the auspices of the 
N.C.C. It will then be three years since the holding of 
the first national institute on this subject at the same 
place. Remarkable progress has been made during these 
years by a few church bodies. They now feel the need 
of facing with others the best means of following up the 
gains made and of making plans for the future. Others 
are increasingly coming to recognize the need of facing 
more seriously the task of overcoming this grave handicap 
of large numbers of their membership. Arrangements 
are in the hands of the North China Christian Rural 
Service Union, (which serves as the Rural Committce 
of the N. C. C. in North China) and the Paoting Station 
of the Kung Li Hwei. 

Dr. James Yen and his staff have again agreed to 
place at the disposal of all who attend the Institute the 
results of their years of study and of their experiments 
in Tinghsien. Inasmuch as Dr. Yen has reorganized 
his entire work during the past year, he will have much 
that is fresh to contribute to the meeting. 


Reverend William Djang will share with the group 
his experience in connection with the remarkably suc- 
cessful literacy program carried on in the East Shantung 
section of the Church of Christ. Arrangements will also 
be made to enable delegates to study the work of the 
Shantung Provincial Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
headed by Mr. Liang Shu-ming. 

Attendance at the institute will be limited to a group 
of not more than eighty persons from all parts of China, 
a specified number being allotted to different sections o! 
the country; attendance will, as far as possible, be con- 
fined to those in a position actively to promote literacy 
and other forms of rural work because of their official 
positions in church or mission, and more especially to 
those likely to be able to give a large part of their time 
to the training of rural workers, whether in the employ 
of the church or not. The institute will be open to both 
men ard women, Chinese workers and missionaries. A 
considerable number of persons holding influential pos- 
tions in the Christian Movement have already signified 
their purpose of attending the Institute. Is your church 
or mission interested? If it is, now is the time to plan 
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who is best qualified to represent you. Fuller informa- 
tion may be had upon writing to the Rural Secretary of 
the N.C.C., Mr. Chang Fu-liang, or to the Literacy Sec- 
retary, Mr. T. H. Sun, at the N.C.C. office, 23 Yuen 
Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 
Religious Liberty 
(Mandate Issued by the Political Council, 
November 8, 1932) 

“Equality of races and freedom of religious belief 
are fundamenal political principles of the Kuomingtang. 
Inasmuch as our Nationalist Government is founded on 
these principles, the Government has done all within its 
power to cultivate and protect the various races and reli- 
gions in the country. 

“The Mohammedans are an important part of the 
Chinese Republic, and they have done much for the 
Party Government. This fact is well known. 

/ “We found that the Po Sin Book Store and the Nan 
Hlua Magazine, etc, have circulated literature which in- 
sulted the Mohammedan religion. We regard this action 
as a great mistake. Though the beginning is not big, yet 
it is apt to lead to great misunderstanding. The Govern- 
ment has ordered the local authority to punish the offen- 
ders according to law, so as to prevent further actions 
of this kind. 

“Hereafter, no publication whatsoever should print 
matters speaking slightingly of any religion. In addition 
to passing this Law. the Government hopes to have the 
cooperation of the people so that all may have respect 
for others. Thereby a true unity may be brought about 
to meet the national crisis. May everybody endeavor to 
do his part.” 

Notes and Comments 

President King Chu of Checloo University has been 
given leave of absence by the Administrative Council of 
the University to extend from six months to a year, at 
his discretion, to accept the insistent invitation of the 
Provincial Government of Hunan that he go to Hunan as 
Commissioner of Education for the province. President 
Chu does not wish to leave the University and has def- 
inttely promised the Board of Directors to return within 
the year. 

Attention should be called to an article appearing in 
the International Review of Missions for October under 
the above title giving a review of the situation in China 
from the point of view of the N.C.C. Committee on 
Christianizing Economic Relations, prepared by a rep- 
resentative of that Committee over the signature “A 
Christian Economist”. This review is not a pronounce- 
ment of the Committee but an informed statement of its 
work, and an excellent summary of the present position. 

The closing of the Presbyterian Mission Press has 
made it possible to present to the Research Library of the 
N.C.C. of China the English library collected through the 
many years of the history of the Presbyterian Mission 
Press. The most valuable item in the Library is the 
Chinese Repository from 1833 to 1851 (Volume IV 
lacking). There are also copies of the “Chinese Recor- 
der” from its foundation, of the Medical Missionary 
Association journals, Woman’s Work, etc. The Chinese 
classics are also represented, and other publications 
worthy of inclusion in a Research Library. 


© 
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A meeting of the Universal Christian Council for 
Life and Work, took place from August 9 to 14 at 
Geneva. One of the important steps taken was: the 
election of Mr. H. L. Henriod as General Secretary to 
succeed Dr. Henry A. Atkinson. Mr. Henriod had al- 
ready been elected General Secretary of the World 
Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches. The fact of having a joint Secretariat will 
draw these two world organizations closer together al- 
though each retains its distinctive organization. Dr. 
William Adams Brown of the United States was elected 
President of the Executive Committee of the Council. 
Strong resolutions were voted, calling upon the Churches 
to aid in world disarmament and in the solution of the 
world economic crisis. 


“The Message of the Kingdom of God”—Sat Tal 
Ashram (the Ashram conducted by Dr. Stanley Jones) 
Essays 1932 is a volume which many in China will want 
to read. It is the volume produced out of the group 
thinking of the members of the Sat Tal Ashram. It 
represents some of the finest minds of India and of the 
West collaborating in a joint study of the Kingdom of 
God and its various ramifications. 


The book may be ordered through the National 
Christian Council, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road or direct 
from the Association Press, 5 Russell Street, Calcutta, 
India. The price is not yet published. It will be ready 
in December. 


The Council Needs Money 


The National Christian Council is now in its eleventh 
year. having been brought into being in May, 1922. 
During the early years, its support came almost entirely 
from the missionary socicties. In 1925-26, as the result 
of a special campaign, more than $7,000 was raised from 
Chinese sources, a figure not since reached. In 1924, 
some income from the Missions Building at 23 Yuen 
Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai, became available. This 
increased until the income from this source is now about 
40 per cent of the N.C.C. general budget; another 45-50 
per cent comes from the missionary societies, and the 
balance from Chinese and other sources. 

The budget of the Council for its general work is 
approximately $80,000 (Chinese currency) per year. 
This includes the salaries of five secretaries and of the 
clerical staff but does not include salary, travel, etc. of 
three Five-Year-Movement secretaries (Drs. Han and 
Tsui and Mr. Sun) and much of the work connected 
with that movement. This is being temporarily provided 
by a special contribution received through Dr. John R. 
Mott. The services of the foreign Associate General 
Secretary are privately borne and the salary of the 
“loaned” secretaries, Miss Ortha Lane 1930-31 and Miss 
Nina Stallings 1931-32, have been borne by their socie- 
tice. 


The contributions of the missionary societies and 
friends abroad reached their maximum of $49,069.90, 
Chinese currency, (about G$25,000.00) in 1926-27, de- 
clined. to $38,875.00, Chinese currency, (about G$8,- 
000.00) in 1931-32, and will drop to less than $30,000. 
Chinese currency, (about G$6,500) in 1932-33. The 
income from the Missions Building now yields $30,000 


(Chinese currency) a year. 
source is to be looked for. 


The present financial state of the missionary socie- 
ties which have contributed so generously to the support 
cf the Council makes it ‘futile to expect any increase of 
receipts from this source in the immediate future. As 
news of further cuts in appropriations have reached the 
secretaries of the Council, they have given very earnest 
consideration to the budget for the current year. On 
September 30th the actual cash deficit in the current 
receipts for the year ending March 3lst, 1933, was 
$3,779.88, although the expenditures for the six months 
were $6,500.00 less than the budget for the period. It 
was apparent that unless. new resources were discovered, 
the deficit at the end of the year would amount to ap- 
proximately $13,000.00 


The matter has been given very careful considera- 
tion by the Finance Committee, and by the Executive 
Committee at its meeting in November, and after making 
every reduction in expense which seems possible without 
unduly impairing the service rendered to the Council’s 
constituency, the Committee has decided that an appeal 
should be made to the friends of the Council in China 
to come to its support. Members of the Executive Com- 
mittee and the secretarial staff have already subscribed 
over $2,000 toward the budget. Additional giits of 
$2,000 have been made by others. 


Letters are being addressed to the constituent mem- 
ber organizations of the Council, asking the cooperation 
of church officials in securing gifts from the churches. 
Efforts are being made to secure gifts from Chinese 
laymen able to contribute materially. Letters will also 
be sent to all now in China who have served on the 
Council or its special committees in these ten years ask- 
ing their active cooperation by personal gifts and other- 
wise. 


It is a signficant fact that if all those who have 
customarily received the English and Chinese Bulletins 
of the Council should pay the nominal subscription price 
of these periadicals there would be no deficit this year. 
The Council has felt that publicity has been one of its 
most essential services. Its secretaries could not con- 
ceivably visit all the places which might be served. The 
Bulletins have access everywhere and have been sent 
freely to practically all Chinese pastors, leading Chris- 
tian workers, and to nearly two-thirds of the mission- 
aries in China. The English Bulletin goes to many rep- 
resentatives of the supporting organizations abroad, as 
well as to many furloughed or retired missionaries. 


Now is the time when those who appreciate this 
service may express that appreciation tangibly. We trust 
that those who are able ta do so will not limit that ex- 
pression to the nominal subscription price of $1.00, but 
will gvie as they are able. A very considerable number 
of giits ranging from $5.00 to $100.00 is needed to 
enable the Council to cover its budget. All gifts, whether 
large or small, will be much appreciated. 


The N. C. C. needs $9,000.00 more before March 
31st. WILL YOU HELP? Checks should be made 
payable to the “National Christian Council,” and may be 
sent in any currency. | 


No increase -from this 
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